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VIRGINIA IN 1616. 


We copy the fullowing article from the Southern Literary Messenger 
for June 1839, (vol. 5th, p. 401,) where it is introduced with a short pre- 
face in these words: * We derive the subjoined interesting historical paper 
from so high a source, that we do not hesitate to vouch its authenticity. 
Tt appears that it was carefully transcribed from the Royal MSS. in the 
British Maseum, and is entitled in Casley’s Catalogue of those MSS., 
‘John Rolf’s Relation of the State of Virginia, 17th Century.’ The 
remark in the tract itself, ‘the estate of this colony, as it remained in 
May last, when Sir Thomas Dale left the same,’ proves that it must-have 
been written a year after May, 1616—as the governor left the colony, 
and returned to England at that time; and the expression, ‘ both here and 
in Virginia, establishes the fact that the paper was written in England. 
Rolf, the narrator, had been married to the celebrated Pocahontas, daugh- 
ter of Powhatan, a few years before. She and her husband accompa- 
nied Sir Thomas Dale on his return to England, and arrived in Plymouth 
on the 12th June, 1616. The narrative itself, independent of the fact 
that it sustains and corroborates most of the acceunts which have been 
preserved of the early state of the colony, will be read with interest, as 
the production of Mr. Rolf, the ehesen partner of her who has been em- 
phatically styled the guardian angel of the colony, and the ancestor of 
some of the most respectable and distinguished families of Virginia. 
We give the text verbatim et literatim.” 
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TO THE KING’S MOST SACRED MA'TIE. 
May it please your Highness: 


There have been of late divulged many impressions, judicially 
and truly penned; partlie to take away the ignominie, scandalls 
and maledictions wherewith this action hath ben branded, and 
partlie to satisfie all, (especially the best) with the manner of the 
late proceedings and the prosperitie likely to ensue. How hap- 
pily and plenteously the good blessings of God have fallen upon 
the people and colony since the las impression, faithfully writ- 
ten by a gent. of good merit, Mr. Ralph Hamor, (some tyme an 
actuall member in the Plantation, even then departing when the 
foundacoun and ground worke was new laid of their now thrift 
and happines,) of the earthie and worldly man is scarcely be- 
lieved, but of heavenlier minds they are most easilie discerned, 
for they daily attend and marke how those blessings, (though 
sometimes restrayned for a tyme,) in the end, are poured upon 
the servants of the Lord. Shall your Ma’tie, with pietie and 
pittie—with pietie, being zealous for God’s glory, and with pittie, 
(mourning the defects,) vouchsate to reade thus much of the 
estate of this colony, as it remained in May last, when Sir Tho- 
mas Dale left the same, I shall deeme my selfe most happie im 
your gracious acceptanee, and most readilie offer to your appro- 
ved judgment, whether this cause, so niuch despised and disgra- 
ced, doe not wrongfully suffer many imputacions. 

First, to meete with an objection commonly used amongst 
many men, who search truthes no farther then by common re- 
ports, namely, how is it possible Virginia can now be so good, 
so fertile a countrey, so plentifullie stored with food and other 
commodities? Is it not the same stilf it was when men pined 
with famine ? Can the earth now bring forth such a plentifull in- 
crease? Were there not governors, men and meanes to have 
wrought this heretofore? And can it now, on the suddaine, be 
so fruitfull? Surely, say they, these are rather bates to catch and 
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intrapp more men into woe and miserie, then otherwise can be 
imagined. These, with many as frivolous, I have heard instiga- 
ted, and even reproachfullie spoken against Virginia, To an- 
sweare whom, (the most parte of them incredulous worldlings— 
such as believe not, unless they feele the goodness of the Lord 
sensiblie to touch them,) though it be not much material, yet let 
them know, ’tis true, Virginia is the same it was, I meane for the 
goodnes of the seate, and fertileness of the land, and will no 
doubt so contynue to the world’s end,—a countrey as worthy 
good report, as can be declared by the pen of the best writer. 
A countrey spacious and wide, capable of many hundred thous- 
ands of inhabitants. For the soil most fertile to plant in, for 
ayre fresh and temperate, somewhat hotter in summer, and not 
altogether so cold in winter as in England, yet so agreeable it is 
to our constitutions, that now ’tis more rare to heare of a man’s 
death then in England amongst so many people as are there re- 
sident. For water, most wholesome and verie plentifull, and for 
fayre navigable rivers and good harbours, no countrey in chris- 
tendom, in so small a circuite, is so well stored. For matter fit 
for buildings and fortifications, and for building of shipping, with 
everie thing thereto apperteyning, I may boldly avouch scarce 
anie or no countrey knowne to man is of itself more abundantly 
furnished. Theis things (may some say,) are of great conse- 
quence toward the settling of a plantation, but where are the 
beasts and cattle to feede and cloth the people? ‘I confesse this 
is a mayne want; yet some there are already, as neate cattle, 
horses, mares and gotes, which are carefullie preserved for in- 
crease. The nomber whereof, hereafter shalbe sett downe in a 
partigular note by themselves. There are also great store of 
hoggs, both wild and tame, and poultrie great plentie, which 
every man, if they will, themselves may keepe. But the great- 
est want of all is least thought on, and that is good and sufficient 
men, as well of birth and qualitie, to command soldiers, to march, 
discover and defend the countrey from invasions, as also artifi- 
cers, laborers, and husbandmen, with whom, were the colony 
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well provided, then might tryall be made what lyeth hidden in 
the wombe of the ground. The land*might yearlie abound with 
corne and other provisions for man’s sustentation—buildings, 
fortifications and shipping might be reared, wrought and fram- 
ed—commodities of divers kinds might be yearly reaped and 
sought after, and many things (God’s blessinge contynuing,) 
might come with ease to establish a firme and. perfect common 
weale. ; 


But to come again to the matter, from which I have a little 
straied, and to give a more full answeare to the objectors, may 
you please to take notice, that the beginning of this plantation 
was governed by a president and councell, aristocratically. The 
president yearlie chosen out of the councell, which consisted of 
twelve persons. This government-lasted about two years, in 
which tyme such envie, dissentions and jarres were daily sowne 
amongst them, that they choaked the seed and blasted the fruits 
of all men’s labors. If one were well disposed and gave good 
advisement to proceed in the business—others, out of the malice 
of their hearts, would contradict, interdict, withstand and dash 
all. Some rung out and sent home too loud praises of the riches 
and fertilness of the country, before they assayed to plant, to 
reape or search the same ; others said nothing, nor did any thing 
thereunto; all would be keisars, none inferior to other. Some 
drew forward, more backward—the vulgar sort looked for supplie 
out of England—neglected husbandry—some wrote—some said 
there was want of food, yet sought for none—others that would 
have sought could not be suffered; in which confusion much 
confusion yearlie befell them, and in this government happened 
all the miserie. Afterward a more absolute government was 
graunted, monarchially, wherein it still contynueth, and although 
for some few years it stood at a stay, especially in the manuring 
and tilling of ground, yet men spent not their tyme idely nor 
improfitably, for they were daily employed in palazadoing and 
building of townes, impaling grounds and other needful busi- 
nesses, which is now both beneficiall to keepe the cattle from 
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ranging, and preserveth the corne safe from their spoile. Being 
thus fitted and prepared to sow corne, and to plant other seeds 
and fruits in all the places of our habitations,—one thing, not- 
withstanding, much troubled our governor, namely, enmitie with 
the Indians ; for, however well we could defend ourselves, townes 
and seates from any assaulte of the natives, yet our cattle and 
corne lay too open to their courtesies, and too subject to their 
mercies ; whereupon a peace was concluded, which still contin- 
ueth so firme, that our people yearely plant and reape quietly, 
and travell in the woods a fowling and a hunting as freely and 
securely from feare of danger or treacherie as in England. The 
great blessings of God have followed this peace, and it, next un- 
der him, hath bredd our plentie—everie man sitting under his fig 
tree in safety, gathering and reaping the fruits of their labors 
with much joy and comfort. Buta question may be demanded 
what these fruits are—for such as the countrey affordeth naturally 
(for varietie and goodnes) are comparable to the best in christen- 
dom, (growing wild as they doe,)—I pass them over, other dis- 
courses having largely manifested them to the view of the world. 
But for the people’s present labors they have Indian wheate, 
called mays in the West Indies, pease and beanes, English 
wheate, peas, barley, turnips, cabbages, pumpions, West Indian 
and others, carretts, parsnips, and such like, besides hearbs and 
flowers, all of our English seede, both for pleasure and for the 
kitchen, so good, so fruitful, so pleasant and profitable, as the 
best made ground in England can yield. And that your Ma’tie 
may know what two men’s labor, with spade and shalve only, 
can manure in one year, fiftie pounds in money was offered for 
their cropp, which they refused to take; for hempe and flax, 
none better in England or Holland—silkewormes, some of their 
labors, and tasts of other good and vendible commodities were 
now brought home. Likewise tobacco, (though an esteemed 
weed,) very commodious, which there thriveth so well, that no 
doubt but after a little more triall and expense in the curing 
thereof, it will compare with the best in the West Indies. For 
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fish and fowle, deere and other beasts, reports and writinge have 
rather been too sparing then prodigall. 

About two years since, Sir Thomas Dale, (whose worth and 
name, in concluding this peace, and managing the affairs of this 
colony, will out last the standing of this plantation,) found out 
two seasons in the year to catch fish, namely, the spring and the 
fall. He himself tooke no small paines in the tryall, and at one 
hall with a scryne caught five thousand three hundred of them, 
as bigg as codd. The least of the residue or kind of salmon 
trout, two foote long; yet durst he not adventure on the mayne 
skull for breaking his nett. Likewise, two men with axes and 
such like weapons, have taken and kild neere the shoare and 
brought home fortie as great as codd in two or three hours space} 
so that now there is not so great plentie of victualls in anie one 
of the forenamed kind yearlie with small paines to be gotten in 
any part of England amongst so few people as are there resident. 
And, whereas, heretofore we were constrayned yearly to go to 
the Indians and intreate them to sell us corne, which made them 
esteeme verie basely of us—now the case is altered; they seeke 
to uscome to our townes, sell their skins from their shoulders, 
which is their best garments, to buy corne—yea, some of their 
pettie kings have this last yeare borrowed four or five hundred 
bushells of wheate, for payment whereof, this harvest they have 
mortgaged their whole countries, some of them not much less 
in quantitie then a shire in England. By this meanes plentie 
and prosperitie dwelleth amonst them, and the feare and danger 
of farmine is clean taken away, wherewith the action hath a long 
time suffered injurious defamations. 

Now that your highnes may with the more ease understand 
in what condition the colony standeth, I have briefly sett downe 
the manner of all men’s several imployments, the number of 
them, and the several places of their aboad, which places or 
seates are all our owne ground, not so much by conquest, which 
the Indians hold a just and lawfull title, but purchased of them 
freely, and they verie willingly selling it. 

The places which are now possessed and itihabited are sixe. 
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1. Henrico and the lymitts Members belonging to ye Ber- 
2. Bermuda Nether Svedved muda ‘Towne, a place so called 
3. West and Sherley nereds. | there, by reason of the strength 
4. James ‘Towne of the situation, were it indif- 
5. Keqnoughtan ferently fortified. 

6. Dales-Gift 


The generall mayne body of the planters are divided into 

1. Officers. 

2. Laborers: 

3. Farmors, 

The officers have the charge and care as well over the farmors 
as laborers generallie—that they watch and ward for their pre- 
servacions ; and that both the one andthe other’s busines may 
be daily followed to the performance of those imployments, 
which from the one are required, and the other by covenant are 
bound unto. These officers are bound to maintayne themselves 
and families with food and rayment by their owne and their ser- 
vants’ industrie. : 

The laborers are of two sorts. Some employed only in the 
generall works, who are fedd and clothed out of the store— 
others, specially artificers, as smiths, carpenters, shoemakers, 
taylors, tanners, &c., doe worke in their professions for the colo- 
ny, and maintayne themselves with food and apparrell, having 
time lymitted them to till and manure their ground. 

The farmors live at most ease—yet by their good endeavours 
bring yearlie much plentie to the plantation. They are bound 
by covenant, both for themselves and servants, to maintaine your 
Ma’tie’s right and title in that kingdom, against all foreigne and 
domestique enemies. To watch and ward in the townes where 
they are resident. To do thirty-one dayes service for the colo- 
ny, when they shalbe called thereunto—yet not at all tymes, but 
when their owne busines can best spare them. To maintayne 
themselves and families with food and rayment—and every far- 
mor to pay yearlie into the magazine, for himself and every man 
servant, two barrells and a half a piece of their best Indian 
wheate, which amounteth to twelve bushells and a halfe of Eng- 
lish measure. 
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Thus briefly have I sett downe every man’s particular imploy- 
ment and manner of living; albeit, lest the people—who gene- 
rallie are bent to covett after gaine, especially having tasted of 
the sweete of their labors—should spend too much of their tyme 
and labor in planting tobacco, knowne to them to be verie ven- 
dible in England, and so neglect their tillage of corne, and fall 
into want thereof, it is provided for—by the providence and care 
of Sir Thomas Dale—that no farmor or other—who must main- 
tayne themselves—shall plant any tobacco, unless he shall yeare- 
ly manure, set and maintayne for himself and every man servant 
two acres of ground with corne, which doing they may plant as 
much tobacco as they will, els all their tobacco shalbe forfeite to 
the colony—by which meanes the magazin shall yearely be sure 
to receave their rent of corne ; to maintayne those who are fedd 
thereout, being but a few, and manie others, if need be; they 
themselves will be well stored to keepe their families with over- 
plus, and reape tobacco enough to buy clothes and such other 
necessaries as are needeful for themselves aud household. For 
an easie laborer will keepe and tend two acres of corne, and cure 
a good store of tobacco—being yet the principall commoditie the 
colony for the present yieldeth. For which, as for other com- 
modities, the councell and company for Virginia have already 
sent a ship thither, furnished with all manner of clothing, hous- 
hold stuff and such necessaries, to establish a magazin there, 
which the people shall buy at easie rates for their commodities— 
they selling them at such prices that the adventurers may be no 
loosers. This magazin shalbe yearelie supplied to furnish them, 
if they will endeavor, by their labor, to maintayne it—which 
wilbe much beneficiall to the planters and adventurers, by inter- 
changing their commodities, and will add much encouragement 
to them and others to persevere and follow the action with a con- 
stant resolution to uphold the same. 

The people which inhabite the said six severall places are dis- 
posed as followeth: 


At Henrico, and in the precincte, (which is seated on the north 
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side of the river, ninety odd myles from the mouth thereof, and 
within fifteen or sixteen myles of the falls or head of that river, 
being our furthest habitation within the land,) are thirty-eight 
men and boyes, whereof twenty-two are farmors, the rest offi- 
cers and others, all whom maintayne themselves with food and 
apparrell. Of this towne one capten Smaley hath the command 
in the absenée of capten James Davis. Mr. Wm. Wickham 
minister there, who, in his life and doctrine, give good exam- 
ples and godly instructions to the people. 

At Bermuda Nether Hundred, (seated on the south side of the 
river, crossing it and going by land, five myles lower then Hen- 
rico by water,) are one hundred and nineteen—which. seate con- 
teyneth a good circuite of ground—the river running round, so 
that a pale running cross a neck of land from one parte of the 
river to the other, maketh ita peninsula. The houses and dwell- 
ings of the people are sett round about by the river, and all along 
the pale, so farr distant one from the other, that upon anie alarme, 
they can succor and second one the other. These people are 
injoyned by a charter, (being incorporated to the Bermuda towne, 
which is made a corporacoun,) to effect and performe such du- 
ties and services whereunto they are bound for a certain tyme, 
and then to have their freedome. This corporacoun admit no 
farmors, unles they procure of the governor some of the colony 
men to be their servants, for whom (being no members of the 
corporacoun,) they are to pay rent corne as other farmors of this 
kind—these are about seventeen. Others also comprehended in 
the said number of one hundred and nineteen there, are resi- 
dent, who labor generallie for the colonie ; amongst whom some 
make pitch and tarr, potashes, charcole and other works, and are 
maintayned by the magazin—but are not of the corporacoun. 
At this place (for the most part) liveth capten Peacdley, deputy 
marshal and deputy governor. Mr. Alexander Whitaker, (sonne 
to the reverend and famous divine, Dr. Whitaker,) a good divine, 
hath the ministerial charge here. 

At West and Sherley Hundred (seated on the north side of 
the river, lower then the Bermudas three or four myles,) are 
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twenty-five, commanded by capten Maddeson—who are imploy- 
ed onely in planting and curing tobacco,—with the profitt thereof 
to clothe themselves and all those who labor about the general] 
business. 

At James Towne (seated on the north side of the river, from 
West and Sherley Hundred lower down about thirty-seven myles, ) 
and fifty, under the command of lieutenant Sharpe, in the ab- 
sence of capten Francis West, Esq., brother to the right ho’ble 
the Le. Lawarre,—whereof thirty-one are farmors ; all theis main- 
tayne themselves with food and rayment. Mr. Richard Burd 
minister there—a verie good preacher. 

At Kequoughtan (being not farr from the mouth of the river, 
thirty-seven miles below James Towne on the same side,) are 
twenty—whereof eleven are farmors; all those also maintayne 
themselves as the former. Capten George Webb commander, 
Mr. Wm. Mays minister there. 

At Dales-Gift (being upon the sea, neere unto Cape Charles, 
about thirty myles from Kequoughtan,) are seventeen, under the 
command of one lieutenant Cradock; all these are fedd and 
maintayned by the colony. Their labor is to make salt and catch 
fish at the two seasons aforementioned. 

So the nomber of officers and laborers are two hundred and 
five. The farmors 81; besides woemen and children, in everie 
place some—which in all amounteth to three hundred and fifty- 
one, persons—a small nomber to advance so great a worke. 

Theis severall places are not thus weakly man’d, as capable of 
no greater nomber, (for they will maintayne many hundreds 
more,)—but because no one can be forsaken without losse and 
detriment to all. If then so few people, thus united, ordered 
and governed, doe live so happily, every one partaking of the 
others labor, can keepe in possession so much ground as will 
feed a far greater nomber in the same or better condition; and 
seeing too, too many poore farmors in England worke all the 
yeare, rising early and going to bed late, live pentriously, and 
much adoe to pay their landlord’s rent, besides a daily karking 
and caring to feed themselves and families, what happines might 
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they enjoy in Virginia, were men sensible of theis things, where 
they may have ground for nothing, more than they can manure ; 
reape more fruits and profitts with half the labor, void of many 
cares and vexacions, and for their rent a matter of small or no 
moment, I leave to your singular judgment and consideracoun, 
nothing doubting, but He (who, by his infinite goodnes, with so 
sinall means, hath settled these poore and weake beginnings so 
happily,) will animate, stirr up and encourage manie others 
cheerefully to undertake this worke, and will assuredly add a 
daily strength to uphold and maintayne what he hath already 
begun. 

Seeing then this languishing action is now brought to this for- 
wardness and strength, no person but is provided for, either by 
their owne or others labors, to subsist themselves for food, and 
to be able to rayse commodities for clothing and other necessa- 
ries, envy it selfe, poysoned with the venom of aspes, cannot 
wound it. 

Now, to drawe to a conclusion of this my poore oblacon, | 
would crave your Highnes’ patience a little longer—and that 
you would turne your heart to a more heavenly meditacoun, 
wherein much joy and comfort is to be reaped and found, of all 
such as shall truly, sincerely and unfeynedly seeke to advance 
the honor of God, and to propagate his gospell.. There is no 
small hope by pietie, clemencie, curtesie and civill demeanor, 
(by which meanes some are wonne to us alreadie,) to convert 
and bring to the knowledge and true worship of Jesus Christ 
thousands of poore, wretched and misbelieving people on whose 
faces a good christian cannot looke without sorrow, pittie and 
compassion, seing they beare the image of our Heavenlie Crea- 
tor, and we and they come from one and the same mould, espe- 
ciallie we knowing that they, merely through ignorance of God 
and Christ, doe run headlong, yea, with joy, into destruction 
and perpetuall damnation,—for which knowledge we are the 
more bound and indebted to Almightie God, (for what were we 
before the gospell of Christ shined amongst us?) and cannot 
better express our duties and thankfulness for so great mercies, 
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then by using such meanes to them, as it pleased him to lend 
unto others to bring our forefathers and us into the waies of 
trueth,—it is much to be mourned and lamented how lightlie the 
workes of God are now a days generallie regarded, and less 
sought after; but the worke of the world, as though they were 
eternall, hungered for, and thirsted after with insatiable greedi- 
nes. But should we well consider, examine and search into 
ourselves, what we were, and now are, there can be no heart, 
(if not hardened as the nether mill stone,) but would even break 
itself to pieces, and distribute to manie poore soules some parte 
thereof, to purge them from their lees of synne, and to sette them 
in the right pathes of holines and righteousnes, to serve the King 
of Heaven; by which meanes and God’s holy assistance, no 
doubt they will soone be brought to abandon their old supersti- 
tions and idolatries, wherein they have been nursed and trayned 
from tbeir infancies, and our greatest adversaries shall not taunt 
us with this reproach, ‘‘ Whom of you have you wonne to chris- 
tianitie ?’’ What a crowne of glorie shalbe sett upon their heads 
who shall faithfullie labor herein, I leave to the enjoying of them, 
who shall endeavour unfeynedly to meritt the same. Finallie, as 
Caleb and Joshua in the verie heate of grudgings, murmurings, 
and assemblies of the children of Israel], stood stoutlie for the 
Lord’s cause, commending the goodnes of the land they discov- 
ered, to the faces of their oppressors, and the easines to obtain 
it even to the perill of their lives, so many right ho’ble and wor- 
thie personages, both here and in Virginia, (whom generallie the 
most parte withdrew themselves, that the action was almost sunck 
downe in forgetfulnes,) have mightilie upheld this christian 
cause—for God, even our owne God, did helpe them. For nei- 
ther evill reports, nor slanders, nor murmurings, nor backbitings 
of others, nor any disaster, did once dismay or hinder them from 
upholding thereof with their good reports, incouragements, and 
meanes yearelie sent to the planters, to nourish life and being in 
this zealous worke. I beseech God to raise up many more such, 
so zealous for God’s glory, to forward the same—we-have tasted 
of some fruits thereof. There are no great nor strong castles, 
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nor men like the sons of Anack, to hinder our quiet possession 
of that land. God’s hand hath been mightie in the preservacoun 
thereof hitherto; what need we then to feare, but to goe up at 
once as a peculiar people, marked and chosen by the finger of 
God, to possess it, for undoubtedly he is with us. And as for 
murmurers, slanderers and backsliders, a due porcoun shalbe 
given them for their reward. So the blessings of Caleb and 
Joshua shall fall upon all those that constantly persevere to the 
end. Thus, craving your gracious pardon for my rude boldnes, 
beseaching God to send you the fulnes of his blessings in this 
world and in the world to come, I rest, 
Your highnes’ most faithful and loyall subject, 
4 Joun Rotr. 


The nomber of neate cattle, horses and goates, which were 
alive in Virginia at Sir Thomas Dale’s departure thence: 


Cowes, 

Heifers, 83 

Cow calves, in all 144. 
Steeres 1 

Bulles, 20 


Memorand: 20 of the cowes were great with calfe.at his de- 
parture. 


Horses, 3 in all 6. 


Mares, 3 
Goates 

and » male and female, in all 216. 
Kidds, 


Hoggs, wild and tame, not to be nombred. 
Poultry; great plenty. 


Note.—The work of Mr. Ralph Hamor, referred to in the article 
above, was published in Lor do. in 1615, and is entitled, “ A True Dis- 
course of the present Estate of Virginia, and the success of the affaire 
there till the 18th June, 1614; together with a relation of the several 
English towns and forts, the assured hopes of that country, and the 
peace cong¢luded with the Indians ; the christening of Powhatan’s daugh- 
ter, and her marriage with an Englishman. Written by Ralph Hamor, 
the younger, late Secretary in that Colony.” 
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CAPT. BYRD’S LETTERS CONTINUED. 
Virginia, May 20th, 1684. 
To Jacos Rosert, per Wynne. 


Sir,—Yours of the 9th of Jan’y and the 28th of Sept’r both 
came safe to my Hands, with your acceptable present of roots 
and seeds. The Iris, Crocus, Tulips, and anemones flowered 
this year. The Seeds (I fear) were heated in the Hould of the 
Ship, but very few of them coming up. 

If you send any thing for Mr. Banister, you had best send it 
up to Messrs. Perry & Lane, merchants in London to bee sent 
to mee, who will send any thing from the middle of July to the 
last of Oct’b’r when there is allways a ready passage. If you 
send Roots and Seeds you had best write on the box not to bee 
put in the Hould. 

I wish it lay in my power to doe you or Mr. Banister any ac- 
ceptable service. I’ll assure you none should bee more ready 
than your obliged friend and servant, W. B. 


Virginia, May 20th, 1684. 


To Mr. Tuo. Gower. 


Sir,—Yours of the 8th of Feb’y came safe to my Hands, by 
which you give me the reason of your not writeing per-Wynne. 
Your kind token, wee were very merry with, and remembered 
all our friends as Jack Wynne can testify. 

I designed you a Parcell of Snake-root,—but Wynne hurrying 
his boat away, it is left hehind ; hee pretends his ship is so full 
hee cannot carry it. Our friends here are all in health. My re- 
spects and service to all our friends, especially to yourselfe and 
all at your House from your obliged friend and serv’t, ’ 


W. B. 
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Virginia, May the 20, 1684. 
To Tuomas Grenpon, Esq. 


Dear Sir,—I wrote to you about three weeks since from Towne, 
where the Assembly is yet Sitting, but about 10 days since, there 
being a rumour of the Indians being on the frontiers, I obtained 
leave to come home, and therefore can not give you any account 
of their proceedings, but must leave it to Capt. Randolph, a wor- 
thy member thereof, and to tell you the truth, I can give you as 
little account of your affairs at home, I haveing not been three 
days at my owne house these 5 weeks. I suppose you will have 
that fully from Capt. Randolph or Henry Harman, with the dam- 
age you have Sustained there by breaking open the Store. I 
designe as soon as Will Randolph comes up to goe to your house 
and inquire fully into the matter. I hear the old Gentlewoman 
is very well, but I believe sufficiently perplexed about that affair. 

My Lord Baltimore is going for England, and is now at James 
Towne to visit our Governor. Major Beverly was tryed this 
Court for Severall high crimes and misdemeanours and found 
guilty by the jury, but submitting himselfe on his Knees at the 
Barre was promised pardon on his future good behaviour. 

Here hath been a Season these three weeks and therefore 
likely to bee forward crops. 

Our friends are all well. Wee often remember you when wee 
meet. Remember mee to all our friends where you are and ac- 
cept my best respects and service from, Dear Sir, 

Your reall friend and servant, 


W. Bz 


Virginia, May the 20th, 1684. 
To Mr. Coz, per Wynne, 


Yours by Col. Ludwell came safe to hand with your acc’t of 
disbursements, and cannot but always acknowledge your great 
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kindnesses, and wish it lay in my power to make appear what a 
gratefull sense I have thereof. I wrote to you by my cousin Tom 
who I hope gott safe to his desired port. Wee dranke all your 
good healths at Capt. Randolph’s with your kind token. 

Pray send me your opinion of the inclosed. I designed to 
have sent you some crude Oare, but had not time before this 
Ship goes. The Oare is like black Lead with streaks in it and 
very ponderous. It melts easy with a Charcoale fire and a pair 
of hand bellows. 

I desire you would send mee two new fashioned Silver mugs, 
one to contain about half a pint, and the other one-fourth of a 
pint, both for myselfe, allso add a pair of stone Buttons, about 
18d or 2s. a pair. 

Remember mee to all our friends and accept of mine and my 
wife’s best respects and service to yourselfe and Lady from your 


obliged friend and humble servant, 
W. B. 


Virginia, May 20th, 1684. 
To My Brother Ranp. 


Dear Sir,—I could not faile by Capt. Wynne herewith to ac- 
quaint you with our wellfare, allso to give you thanks for your 
Gooseberry, Currants and flowers, the latter whereof miscarryed, 
the Shrubs former are all alive and grow well. 

All our friends here are well except my Lady Berkeley who 
remains much indisposed. We frequently drinke your health, 
when wee meet. My wife and the little girls give their best re- 
spects to yourselfe and my Sister with all our friends, and pray 
give mine where it is due, especially to your Lady, Sister Betty, 
and Dudley. Wishing you all health and happinesse and us a 
merry meeting, I take leave. 

Dear Sir, your affectionate Brother, 
And Humble Servant, 


W. B. 
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Virginia, June the 21st, 1684. 
To Mr. Grenpon. 


Dear Sir,—My last to you by Jack Wynne I hope is got safe 
to your Hands. Since which I have little to adde ; our Assem- 
bly have done, as formerly, nothing in relation to Townes or 
Trade, only the Statehouse to bee rebuilt, and the law for incour- 
agement of flax was repealed. Our Governor two days hence 
goes in the Quaker Ketch to New Yorke to passe away some of 
the hott weather. All well at your house. I was there about,at 
fortnight since, my Aunt mighty well and briske. 

Mr. Kennon and Pleasants have lately received 34 Negro’s. and 
7 or 8 Tun of Rum and Sugar, besides dry Goods, which are all 
sold for next years pay, so that I believe a great part of the To- 
bacco in these parts is allready disposed of. 

I take leave wishing you a safe and prosperous voyage when 
you embarke for these parts, and am Dear Sir your reall friend 
and servant, W. B. 


Virginia, June the 21st, 1684. 
To Mr. Coe, by Lady Berkeley, 


I wrote you about a month since by Wynne, and then inclo- 
sed sent you something for your opinion of it, as now I designe 
by the Lady Berkeley or Capt. Rider by whom this comes, to 
send you a Small Box with about 20 rough Stones. They are 
indifferent clear but too soft I fear to bee good. They are gene- 
rally Pentagonall and some Hexagonall as they are found in their 
Beds. Pray send mee word whether they bee of any value. If 
they are, I can furuish you with more of them. 

If you can light of a good treatise of Mineralls, especially of 
Lead and Silver, pray send mee one. 

I am Deer Sir your ubliged friend and servant, 

W. B. 


*11 
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I designed you some of the crude oare of the sort sent per 
Wynne herewith, but cannot yett possibly obtain it. 


Virginia, June 21st, 1684. 
To Messrs. Perry & LANE. 


Gentlemen,—Last weeke I rec’d yours by the Quaker Ketch 
which advise of Capt. Hall and Capt. Pagger’s arriveall and the 
losse of Sugars, whose ship I never saw, but was recommended 
to mee by some that shipped on board her to bee a Ship the best 
manned and provided of any in this River,—But its too late now 
to dispute that. I hope my last to you by Wynne with four 
Hhds. of Furres will get safe to your Hands. I designe you two 
more herewith, if I can gett them about to Yorke River. 

I hope what you send will be early, Mr. Paggen haveing sent 
about a fortnight since into these parts 34 negros, with a consid- 
erable quantity of Dry Goods, and 7 or 8 tun of Rum and Sugar, 
which I fear will bring our people much in debt, and occasion 
them to bee carelesse with the Tobacco they make. Pray send 
mee by the first convenience after this comes to hand about 400 
fuot of Glasse of the large twelves, with drawne Lead and Sod- 
der proportionable,—10 Boxes of Lockyer’s Pills, and 1 pr. 
Smith’s Bellows. I hope if my bills of Exchange for impost of 
Tobacco in Sugars comes to your Hands, you will pay them our 
law given damages notwithstanding the Ship’s being lost. No- 
thing else but am, Gentlemen, 

Your friend and servant, 


W. B. 


Poste. 

June 6th. Gentlemen,—Since the above was written, I have 
got my 2 Hds. of furrs to Middle Plantation, and Co!onei Lu:- 
well hath promised mee to ship them and take bills of Ladeiny 
for them, Inclosed is the contents. 


Pray send mee by the first convenience some Borers or .\u- 
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gurs, such as they use to search for Coale or Lead with, what 
may serve for three fathoms or thereabouts, for I have a present 
occasion for them. W. B. 


TWO OLD LAWYERS. 


Amongst the manuscripts in the Library of our Virginia Historical 
Society, we find a small Quarto volame, bound in parchment, which was 
presented, we see, some years ago, by John Page, Esq., of Williams- 
burg, since deceased ; and of which he says, in his letter accompanying 
it, dated January 3rd, 1834, on file; ‘* It was the property of the late 
venerable and lamented Chancellor Wythe, and I believe is altogether in 
his hand-writing, though the character of the copy of the part headed 
“Taken from Sir John’s Breviate Book,” seems to be different from that 
of the Greek and Latin. Much the Jongest portion of the book is a 
Clavis Omerou, or E1ymological Praxis, on several of the books of the 
lliad, &e., which will serve, in a striking manner, to illustrate the great 
industry of that distinguished man. 

“ The last part, consisting of only six pages, contains a sketch of the 
lives of John Holloway, and William Hopkins, Esquires, members of the 
Virginia Bar, who died about the end of the year 1734, by Sir John Ran- 
dolph. This sketch is valuable not only as giving us the characters of 
two prominent lawyers of that early period, but as being written by a 
third who was himself the Attorney General at the time.” 

It is this “last part? only that we now lay befure our readers as fol- 
lows: 


Taken from Sir John Randolph's Breviate Book. 


On the 14th of December 1734, Died suddenly of a Fit, John 
Holloway, Esq., after having languished about ten months with 
a sort of Epilepsie at certain times of the Moon, which had much 
impaired his memory and understanding. He had practiced in 
this Court upwards of thirty Years, with great Reputation for 
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Diligence and Learning; and was so much in the good Opinion 
of the Court, that I have upon*many occasions known him pre- 
vail for his Clients against Reasons and Arguments much stron- 
ger and better than his. His Opinions were by most People 
looked upon as decisive, and were very frequently acquiesced in 
by both Parties, those against whom he pronounced being dis- 
couraged from disputing against so great Authority. He prac- 
ticed with much Artifice and Cunning, being thoroughly skilled 
in Attorneyship; But when his Causes came to a Hearing, he 
reasoned little, was tedious in reading long Reports of some 
Cases, and little Abridgments of others, out of which he would 
collect short Aphorisms, and obiter sayings of Judges, and rely 
upon them, without regarding the main Point in Question; and 
arbitrarily affirm or deny a matter of Law, which had often too 
much Weight against the Reason and Difference of things. By 
this Method he gained many Causes which always gave him 
great Joy, but was as impatient if he lost one as if it tended to 
a Diminution of his Credit. He was blamable for one singular 
Practice, in Drawing notes for special verdicts ; he would state 
naked Circumstances of Facts only, and leave to the Court to 
collect the Matter of Fact out of them; so that upon such Ver- 
dicts we have had many tedious Debates about what the fact was. 
Whereas if that had been found positively as it should be, there 
would have been no Need of a Special Verdict. But against 
this I could never prevail. His greatest Excellence was his Dili- 
gence and Industry; but for Learning, I never thought he had 
any, nor could it be expected he should ; He had served a Clerk- 
ship; went a youth afterwards into the Army in Ireland in the 
Beginning of King Wm’s Reign; after that betook himself to 
Business having got to be one of the Attorneys of the Marshal- 
sea Court; but not being contented with his income from that, 
turned Projector and ruined himself, which brought him first in- 
to Maryland and afterwards hither. I remember one particular 
Instance, which satisfied me his Knowledge in the Law was not 
very profound. An Ejectment was brought, (whether I wes at 
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first concerned in it I forget) and upon a Special Verdict the Case 
was thus. A. seised in Fee by Deed, gave the Land in Question 
to B. his Daughter for Life and after her Death to her Heirs for 
ever; she sold to the Def’t. and after her Death the P!’t. B.’s Heir 
claiming as a Purchaser in Remainder brought this Action to re- 
cover. .When I saw this, I told the Pl’t. who was my Client, I 
could not say one word for him; not knowing a more certain 
Rule of Law than this: That where by Will or Conveyance any 
Estate of Freehold is given to the Ancestor and by the same 
Writing an Estate is limited to his Heirs, that makes a Fee 
{Heirs} being there a word of Limitation and not of Purchase. 
Yet the Deft. by this Eminent Lawyer’s Advice gave up the Land 
without Argument, upon the PI’ts. allowing him to remain in 
Possession some short Time longer : when if the matter had been 
brought to a Hearing, I would not have said one word. 


However his Reputation was such, that he was universally 
courted, and most People thought themselves obliged to him, if 
he would engage of their Side upon any Terms; and he really 
thought so himself. This gave him great Opportunities of exact- 
ing excessive Fees, which I have heard he always did, where the 
Value of the thing in Question would allow it: and covered 
great Blemishes in one Part of his private Life, besides many 
Imperfections of his Mind, which any Body might observe who 
knew any thing of him. He was of a haughty, insolent, nature ; 
passionate and peevish to the last Degree. He had a Stiffness 
in his Carriage which was ridiculous and often offensive; and 
was am utter Stranger to Hospitality. He was sincere in his 
Friendship where he professed any,—but not constant, apt to 
change upon small provocations, and to contract new Friend- 
ship upon very slight Grounds, in which he would be very warm 
and ready to do all good offices. One of his greatest Defects 
was that he would always bring his Opinion and Friendship to 
agree. But what he wanted in Virtue and Learning to recom- 
mend him was abundantly supplied by fortunate Accidents. He 
was 14 years Speaker of the House of Burgesses, and 11 years 
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Public Treasurer. But in those he acted with little Applause and 
less Abilities, though he was three times chosen and once unan- 
imously. His management of the Treasury contributed to his 
Ruin, and brought him to the Grave with much Disgrace. I was 
always his Friend, and had a great Deal of Reason to believe 
him mine. Yet it was.impossible to be blind to some Imperfec- 
tions. He died little lamented in the 69th year of his age. 


In a few Daies afterwards in London died William Hopkins 
Esq’r. who had practiced in this Court about 12 years, and in 
that Time by hard Study, and Observation he made a surprizing 
Progress; became a very ingenious Lawyer and a good Pleader, 
tho’ at his first coming he was raw and much despised. Buthe 
- had a Carelessness in his Nature, which preserved him from be- 
ing discouraged, and carried him on till he came to be admired. 
He had a good Foundation in School Learning, understood La- 
tin and French well, had a strong Memory, a good Judgment; 
a Quickness that was very visible; and a handsome Person, all 
mighty Advantages. But his manner was awkward, his Temper 
Sower, if it was to be judged by the Action of his Muscles ; and 
was given, was too much given, to laugh at his own Discourses. 

When he had brought himself into good Business, he almost 
totally neglected it, which I believe was owing to a Desire of 
Dipping into all Kinds of Knowledge, wherein he had a great 
Deal of Vanity, and prevented his Digesting what he had, so 
well as he would have done otherwise. He had many good 
Qualities in his Practice; was moderate in his Fees; Ingenious 
and Earnest, never disputed plain Points, but was a candid fair 
Arguer. Yet he had a failing which brought him to a Quarrel 
with me. It was an odd Sort of Pride that would not suffer him 
to keep an Equilibrium in his own Conceits. He could not see 
himself admired, without thinking it an Injury to him to stand 
upon a Level with any other. And therefore tho’ I was always 
his Friend, had done him many Kindnesses, and he himself 
thought himself obliged to me, He came into so ill a Temper, as 
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not to allow me either Learning or Honesty; which broke our 
acquaintance, and after that I thoughtI discovered some Seeds of 
Malice in him. He died in the Flower of his Age, and may be 
justly reckoned a Loss to this poor Country, which is not like to 
abound (at present at least) in Great Geniuses. 


THE DEATH, OF LORD CHATHAM. 


The death of Lord Chatham—recalled as it has recently been 
to our remembrance by the somewhat similar departure of an illus- 
trous statesman of our own country—has always been consid- 
ered as one of the most striking exits on record. It was an 
event, indeed, which caused a great and deep emotion at the 
time,of its occurrenge, not only in Great: Britain, and through- 
out Europe ; but in our own country, and more particularly per- 
haps in our own Virginia, where that eminent and exalted man 
had long been regarded with the most lively admiration, as the 
matchless Secretary, and incomparable manager of the war 
against France, with all its train of splendid victories, and that 
crowning triumph of Wolfe on the Heights of Abraham, which 
had so gloriously liberated us from the hostilities of our French 
and Indian enemies on our borders, and left us free to enjoy the 
renown of our mother country, felt as our own, in honorable 
peace. Then, indeed, was the time when, as Cowper sings, 


Time was when it was praise and boast enough 
Im every clime, and travel where we might, 

That we were born her children, praise enough 
To fill th’ ambition of a private man, 

That Chatham's language was his mother tongue, 
And Wolfe's great naine compatriot with his own 


—though we should rather say “ Pitt’s language,”’ as the great 
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Commoner had not yet been created a peer, to the injury of his 
passing popularity, and perhaps also a little somewhat to the 
damage of his more enduring fame. 


That time had passed away, but the services which this great 
orator had continued to render to the cause of British liberty 
(always dear to us,) and to the cause of our country, by his mem- 
orable speech against the Stamp Act, and by his subsequent ful- 
minations against the British Ministry for all their rash and reck- 
less measures against us, had kept his character and merits alive 
in all our hearts; and though his acceptance of a peerage, as 
we have just hinted, had caused a temporary eclipse of his radi- 
ance on both sides of the Atlantic, his orb still shone out 
upon us, with superior splendor, and was still beheld with admi- 
ration and delight. It may be easily conceived, then, with what 
vivid emotions our fathers—in the midst of all that yet doubtful 
struggle with the parent power, and grappling with her gigantic 
force, must have heard of the death of their great advocate—the 
unrivalled champion of their cause—and how fondly they would 
gather up all the circumstances of the event, at once to heighten 
and to soothe their regret for his loss. Those circumstances, 
indeed, were all striking, and such as hardly ever united to crown 
so splendid a life with so brilliant a close. We have all read the 
accounts that have been given of the last scene especially, in the 
House of Lords, when “the old man eloquent” raised his now 
faltering voice for the last time, to protest in the most solemn 
manner against the dismemberment of the ancient and noble 
monarchy of Britain by the acknowledgment of our indepen- 
dence; but at the same time to urge upon that infatuated and 
“confounded ministry”’ the duty and necessity of making the most 
ample concession to our country, in order to secure its allegiance 
to the crown. We have read these accounts, however, for the 
most part, in histories which could not conveniently or properly 
enter into all the details that we desired. They filled our ima- 
ginations; but did not satisfy our hearts; and we have some- 
times wished that we could take a look into some of those pri- 
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vate letters which must have been written on the occasion, from 
some of our friends on that side of the water, to one or more of 
our patriots on this. Nor can we quite relinquish the hope, even 
now, that we may yet.recover some of these memorials, as we 
have lately done those relating to the Portrait of this great man, 
which we published in our last number. In the mean time, we 
have been highly gratified to come across a letter written by the 
celebrated Lord Camden, who had been so honorably associated 
with Lord Chatham, in some of the most important public acts 
of his life, which gives us a more familiar and graphic ac- 
count of his last appearance to which we have alluded, than we 
have yet seen. We find it in “Lord Campbell’s Lives of the 
Lord Chancellors and Keepers of the Great Seal of England, 
Second Series,” lately published , and hasten to lay it before our 
readers as follows: 


TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 
“ April, 1778, N. B. Street. 


‘“My Dear Lorp,—I cannot help considering the little ill- 
ness which prevented your Grace from attending the House of 
Lords last Tuesday to have been a piece of good fortune, as it 
kept you back from a scene that would have overwhelmed you 
with grief and melancholy, as it did me and many others that 
were present; I mean Lord Chatham’s fit, that seized him as he 
was attempting to rise and reply to the Duke of Richmond; he 
fell back upon his seat, and was to all appearance in the agonies 
of death. This threw the whole House into confusion ;, every 
person was upon his legs in a moment, hurrying from ond place 
to another, some sending for assistance, others producing salts, 
and others reviving spirits. Many crowding about the Earl to 
observe his countenance—all affected—most part really concern- 
ed; and even those who might have felt a secret pleasure at the 
accident, yet put on the appearance of distress, except only the 
Earl of M., who sat still, almost as much unmoved as the sense- 
less body itself. Dr. Brocklesby was the first physician that 
came; but Dr. Addington in about an hour was brought to him. 
He was carried into the Prince’s chamber, and laid upon the 
table supported by pillows. The first motion of life that appear- 
ed was an endeavor to vomit, and after he had discharged the 
load from his stomach that probably brought on the seizure, he 
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revived fast. Mr. Strutt prepared an apartment for him at his 
house, where he was carried as soon as he could with safety be 
removed. He slept remarkably well, and was quite recovered 
yesterday, though he continued in bed. I have not heard how 
he is to-day, but will keep my letter open till the evening, that 
your Grace may be informed how he goes on. 

I saw him in the Prince’s chamber before he went into the 
House, and conversed a little with him, but such was the feeble 
state of his body, and indeed the distempered agitation of his 
mind, that I did forebode that his strength would. certainly fail 
him before he had finished his speech. In truth, he was not in 
a condition to go abroad, and he was earnestly requested not to 
make the attempt; but your Grace knows how obstinate he is 
when he is resolved. He hada similar fit to this in the summer; 
like it in all respects, in the seizure, the retching, and the re- 
covery; and after that fit, as if it had been the crisis of the disor- 
der, he recovered fast, and grew to be in better health than I had 
known him for many years. Pray heaven that this may be at- 
tended with no worse consequences. The Earl spoke, but was 
not like himself; his speech faltered, his sentences broken, and 
his mind not master of itself. He made shift, with difficulty, to 
declare his opinion, but was not able to enforce it by argument. 
His words were shreds of unconnected eloquence, and flashes 
of the same fire which he, Prometheus-like, had stolen from hea- 
ven, and were then returning to the place from whence they were 
taken. Your Grace sees even I, who am a mere prose man, am 
tempted to be poetical while I am discoursing of this extraordi- 
nary man’s genius. The Duke of Richmond answered him, and 
I cannot help giving his Grace the commendation he deserves 
for his candor, courtesy, and liberal treatment of his illustrious 
adversary. The debate was adjourned till yesterday, and then 
the former subject was taken up by Lord Shelburne, in a speech 
of.one hour and three-quarters. The Duke of Richmond an- 
swered; Shelburne replied; and the Duke, who enjoys the pri- 
vilege of the last word in that House, closed the business, no 
other Lord, except our friend Lord Ravensworth, speaking one 
word; the two other noble Lords consumed between three and 
four hours. 

And now, my dear Lord, you must with me lament this fatal 
accident; I fear it is fatal, and this great man is now lost for 
ever to his country ; for after such a public and notorious expo- 
sure of his decline, no man will look up to him, even if he should 
recover. France will no longer fear him, nor the King of Eng- 
land court him; and the present set of ministers will finish the 
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ruin of the state, because, he being in effect superannuated, the 
public will call for no other men. This is a very melancholy re- 
flection. The opposition, however, is not broken; and this dif- 
ference of opinion will wear off; so far at least, the prospect is 
favorable. -I think I shall not sign the protest, though, in other 
respects, I shall be very friendly. -I have troubled your Grace 
with a deal of stuff, but the importance of the subject will ex- 
cuse me, 
‘* Your Grace’s, &c. 
“ CAMDEN. 


“P.S. I understand the Earl has slept well last night, and 
is to be removed to-day to Downing Street. He would have 
gone into the country, but Addington thinks he is too weak.” 


The stricken man, however, did not recover. He rallied, in- 
deed, so far as to be carried home to his favorite villa of Hayes— 
but only to die; and after lingering there a few weeks, in the 
bosom of his family, he expired on the 11th of May, 1778, in the 
70th year of his age:—leaving a bright and spotless name to 
adorn the annals of his country to the end of time. 


THE SCHOONER PATRIOT. 


In the spring and summer of the year 1781, a large fleet of 
British men-of-war and transports were assembled in Hampton 
Roads, for the purpose of protecting and transporting Lord Corn- 
wallis’s army from Portsmouth to Yorktown. This fleet remain- 
ed in that position for some time, and during that period caused 
the most annoying interruption to the intercourse of the inhabi- 
tants of the surrounding country. For the boats, and small craft 
belonging to it, were always on the look-out, day and night, and 
rambling far and wide from the shipping, going up the river as 
high as Jamestown, and looking into all the smaller streams, 
Nansemond, Pagan Creek, &c., for supplies, and plunder. At 
this time neither the Government of the State, nor that of the 
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country, could afford any effectual relief to the citizens who 
were suffering from these predatory excursions. At length, how- 
ever, it was resolved that an effort should be made with the only 
vessel then afloat belonging to the State Navy, to check this evil 
as far as possible, and afford some small relief to the people— 
that is, more particularly, to the women—for the men generally 
were either gone to sea, or to the army, or were prisoners of 
war; and indeed they were so thinned off about this time, that 
soon after the investment of York Town, it was said that there 
were not more than five old men in the county of Elizabeth 
City, except a few that had paroles ; but there were but few who 
would accept such protections. 

An order was accordingly sent to Lieut. James Watkins com- 
manding the Schooner Patriot, then lying high up the James Ri- 
ver for safety, to proceed down to the waters most annoyed by 
the British cruisers, and use his best endavours to give the inha- 
bitants such protection as his small vessel could afford ; for the 
Patriot was but a small thing mounting only eight two-pounders, 
on swivels ; but these were so judiciously arranged, that she had 
more than once captured vessels of twice her number and weight 
of metal. In the action, too, that she had with a heavy British 
Government Schooner, when she was commanded by Captain 
Richard Taylor, afterwards Commodore Taylor, she made 3 most 
gallant defence, and would in all probability have captured this 
vessel of double her force, had not Capt. Taylor and many of his 
men received such dangerous and painful wounds, as abliged 
him to allow the British cruiser to go off. Captain Watkins, 
then, with his first Lieutenant, whose name was Umphlet, and a 
small crew, hastened down the river in this sharp little schooner, 
to do his duty. At this time, the British had, for some weeks, 
caused a sloop, apparently a common craft, of about 60 or 80 
tons, to run far up the river on petty plundering expeditions; and 
this sloop soon attracted the attention of Capt. Watkins who 
watched all her movements, and readily concluded from them 
that she was only a freebooter who was making the most of her 
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opportunities, and quite as anxious to avoid a meeting with the 
Patriot as he was to effect it. And now for the closing scene of 
the affair, which the writer of this article happened to witness 
himself, and which was as follows. 

I had gone out some short time before, with my elder brother, 
and a very singular and meritorious character in the person of 
an African, who had been brought over to this country when he 
was young, and soon evinced a remarkable attachment to it; he 
was brought up a pilot, and proved a skilful one, and a devoted 
patriot. Our little party had taken shelter in a small house in 
the great gust-wood, in Elizabeth City county, with a view to 
cross over, on the first opportunity we could find, to the South 
side of the James river, where we expected to meet some friends 
who had preceded us, and with whom we hoped to enjoy a de- 
gree of safety not then to be found on the North side where we 
were. With this object in view, we made daily excursions to the 
river side, about three miles off, in hopes to find some craft or 
boat to take us over to the opposite shore. At length, on 
one Sunday forenoon, about 11 o’clock, as we stood on the 
bank of the river, on a spot belonging to the respectable 
family of Massenburgs, in Warwick county, we saw the 
schooner Patriot in chase of the suspicious sloop, and as we 
supposed fast coming up with her. Here Capt. Starlins, (for 
so our African called himself,) allowed his patriotism to get the 
better of his judgment, and gave free utterance to the most ex- 
travagant expressions of joy—at the same time hopping about 
with uplifted and clapping hands,—in the hope, which indeed 
we all indulged, that we should soon see both vessels changing 
their course, and going up the river, instead of down to the 
Roads. 

But now for the end. The sloop was purposely delayed in 
her downward progress, by a drag thrown out over her starboard 
bow, which enabled the Patriot to come alongside of her, when, 
all at once, up jumped fifty Marines with their officers, who had 
hitherto not been seen ;—and the capture of the Patriot was but 
the work of a minute. And what now was the dismay of our 

*12 
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thunder-struck group, at this sudden disappointment of all our 
hopes! It is impossible to describe it. Poor Captain Starlins 
was struck dumb and motionless, and the questions which my 
brother and I put to him as to the first movements of the vessels 
after they came in collision with each other, were only answered 
by heavy groans, and a rapid motion along the edge of the bank 
downwards, as if he was determined to keep pace with the de- 
parting favorite, or at least to see the Jast of her, under the con- 


trol of her new masters. My brother had more command over 


his feelings.. He was indeed exceedingly grieved, but although 
young, being only fifteen years of age, he was already remarka- 
ble for that dignity of character which afterwards became so con- 
spicuous in him, and restrained himself; while I. gave way, like 
the poor Captain, whose downward course, however, I now et- 
deavoured to arrest, by laying hold of his clothes, and exclaim- 
ing, ‘why, uncle Mark, where are you going? That is not the 
way home.” This I said with sobs and cries too loud not to be 
heard by him, and coming to himself, as it were, out of a deep 
revery, which had hitherto absorbed all his faculties, he burst out 
into a strain of incoherent exclamation, and floods of tears, which 
so far relieved him that he could now attend to our situation, and 
giving a last look to the now lessening object of our sorrow, we 
all turned our melancholy steps towards our temporary home, 
there to bemoan the fate of our countrymen, who, as we heard, 
were unmediately sent off to Charleston, South Carolina, and 
locked up in the Prevost prison, where Lieut. Watkins died. 
Lieut. Umphlet survived, and returned to his friends after the 
British evacuated that city. 

The Patriot was afterwards taken round to York Town with 
the British fleet that attended Lord Cornwallis’s army when he 
established his head quarters in that place, and when he after- 
wards surrendered to the combined armies, she fell into ‘the 
hands of the French, according to the terms of the capitulation, 
and the last that we heard of her was that she was carried to 
Cape Francois, and there employed as a government packet. 

But to return to Captain Starlins, the noble African. He lived 
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and died a slave soon after the peace, and just before a law was 
passed that gave freedom to all those devoted men of colour who 
had so zealously volunteered their services in the patriotic cause. 
It is, however, an agreeable part of my duty, as the historian of 
this little affair, to assure my readers, that the Captain never felt 
any degree of restraint that could serve to remind him that he 
was not absolutely a free man; for his master was as proud of 
his character and deeds, as he himself was of the estimation in 
which he knew that he was held by all worthy citizens, and, 
more particularly, by all the navy officers of the State. 


J. B. 
‘orfolk. 


A PATRIOT’S CHARGE TO HIS SONS. 


Col. George Mason, the author of the first constitution of Vir- 
ginia, died at his domain of Gunston Hall, in Fairfax county, 
near Alexandria, on the 7th of October, 1792, in the 67th year 
of his age. The following extract from his will is worthy of 
lasting remembrance ;—“ I recommend it to my sons, from my 
experience in life, to prefer the happiness and independence of 
a private station to the troubles and vexation of public business ; 
but, if either their own inclinations or the necessity of the times 
should engage them in public affairs, I charge them, on a father’s 
+lessing, never to let the motive of private interest, or ambition, 
induce them to betray, nor the terrors of poverty and disgrace, 
or the fear of danger or death, deter them from asserting the lib- 
erty of their country, and endeavoring to transmit to their pos- 
terity those sacred rights to which themselves were born.”’ 
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THE DEFENCE OF CRANEY ISLAND. 


Mr. Editor,—In looking into Howison’s History of Virginia, 
I have been surprised to see what a slight and incorrect account 
he has given of the Defence of Craney Island, which I have al- 
ways regarded as a very brilliant affair, and highly honorable to 
our State; and I cannot help feeling it to be a duty which I owe 
to the Commonwealth, and to the memory of a gallant man who 
has been strangely overlooked by this narrative, to point out its 
errors and defects. Mr. H.’s account is in the following words : 


*‘Craney Island lies near the mouth of Elizabeth river, and 
commands the approach from Hampton Roads to Norfolk. Its 
defence, therefore, became all important ; and Commodore Cas- 
sin resolved that it should not be taken without a desperate con- 
flict. The frigate Constellation was anchored nearly opposite to 
the town; a detachment of her sailors and Marines under Lieut. 
Neale, assisted by Lieuts. Shubrick and Saunders were sent to 
the island,—where they soon threw up a battery, on the north- 
west side. Atthe same time, on the south side, opposite the 
narrow inlet between the island and the main land, Capt. Beatty 
was intrenched with his regiment, and a number of volunteers 
from various other regiments. High enthusiasm prevailed among 
the Virginians; many who had been on the sick list rose from 
their beds, and reported for duty at the batteries on the island. 

June 22nd. The enemy advanced in boats to the attack, num- 
bering 2,600 men, and under Sir Sidney Beckwith. They divi- 
ded their force into two detachments. One of these pressed 
forward to carry the north-west battery; but when they came with- 
in reach, Lieut. Neale and his men opened upon them a galling 
fire. The eighteen pounder was trained with so fatal precision 
that three of the boats sunk; one was literally cut in twain, 
and as she filled her men clung to her sides. The other boats 
hauled off in discomfiture, and the Virginians instantly sent aid 
to the drowning wretches in the water. 

Meanwhile, the other detachment had landed on the main 
shore, and were attempting to cross the narrow inlet in front of 
the southern battery. Two twenty-four pounders and two sixes 
were waiting to receive them, and the volunteers stood to their 
guns like veterans. The enemy were cut in pieces at long shot, 
and as they came nearer, the battery played havoc among them. 
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Unable to endure, they precipitately retreated; and so eager 
were the Virginians, that thé Winchester Riflemen ran into the 
water, hoping to reach the foe with their bullets. Most of the 
attacking force had consisted of miserable French troops, taken 
prisoners in Spain, and induced to enlist in the English army 
by-prospect of pillage in America!” 


Now it is really curious to see how many errors, both of omis- 
sion and commission, Mr. H. has contrived to make in this short 
passage ; and I will briefly indicate them for his correction in his 
next edition. 

‘1. “Commodore Cassin resolved that it should not be taken 
without a desperate conflict.” This implies that Com. C.., 
was the commanding officer on the occasion, and the hero of the 
day ; but the fact is, that General Robert B. Taylor, was the 
commander-in-chief of the military district in which the island 
was situated, and of all the land forces within it; and of course 
ordered and directed the defence of the position on that day. 

2. “The frigate Constellation was anchored nearly opposite 
to the town.”’ She was anchored about a mile below the town; 
nearly opposite to fort Nelson, (where the Naval Hospital now 
stands,) and generally with her broadside towards the island 
about 4 miles above it. 

3. ‘‘ A detachment of her sailors, and Marines under Lieut. 
Neale, assisted by Lieuts. Shubrick and Saunders, were sent to 
the island ; where they soon threw up a battery, on the north-west 
side.’ These officers were sent to the island the evening before 
the engagement, but they did not throw up a battery, for that 
work had been done before. /The fact is that the fortification of 
the island had been ordered some time previously by Major Gen- 
eral Wade Hampton, while he commanded the district; and the 
works had been executed under the direction of an Engineer, 
Colonel Armistead, (since deceased) who had reported them to 
be in a tenable state. 

4. * At the same time, on the south side, opposite the narrow 
inlet between the island and the main land, Capt. Beatty was 
entrenched with his regiment,” &c. This was Colonel Beatty. 
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It is not usual, I believe, to find a Captain in command of a re- 
giment—at least not before or at the beginning of a battle, though 
it sometimes happens towards the end of it. 


5. “June 22nd. The enemy advanced in boats to the attack,” 
Here the author has most strangely and unaccountably omitted 
to tell us that the boats came from the ships. That, indeed, he 
might think, was implied; and so perhaps it was; but he had left 
the fleet, some two or three pages before, down in Lynhaven 
Bay, (or Lynhaven harbour, as he calls it;) the inference, then, 
would be, that the boats had come from them in that position ; 
which would materially alter the aspect of the affair. The 
truth is, the, author has wholly forgotten to inform us that the 
ships had come up to Newport’s News, the day before, and 
that they were thereabouts at the time, to cover the attack of the 
boats. The omission of this important circumstance is the more 
surprising, because it was not only necessary to complete the 
statement of the fact, but to finish the view of the picture, and 
give it all the interest which a poet, or a painter, or a rhetorician 
could desire for effect. 

6. ‘“‘But when they came within reach, Lieut. Neale and his 
men opened upon them a galling fire,” &c., This .should have 
been “ Capt. Emerson and his company of artillery, from Ports- 
mouth, aided by Lieut. Neale and his sailors,” &c. But the name 
of Capt. Emerson, to whom unquestionably the chief part, or at 
least a very large part of the honor of the day was due, is whol- 
ly omitted. This is the more singular because it is prominently 
mentioned in Col. Beatty’s report, and in all the current accounts 
of the time. It was generally stated, too, and I believe cor- 
rectly, that it was a well-timed and well-aimed shot from the bat- 
tery under his command, that sunk the Admiral’s barge, and 
won the trophy of the fight. 

There would seem indeed to be a strange disposition in our 
young historian, to give all the credit of this defence to the offi- 
cers and men of the U. S. Navy; to the injury of those of our 
own State, and especially of a company to which the chief praise 
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is due. I am satisfied, however, that this is not the case; and I 
feel confident that Mr. H. will regret the injustice he has unin- 
tentionally done, by neglecting to inform himself of the true 
facts of the case ; and readily make the amende honorable on any 
future occasion that he may have. 

I send you herewith copies of the official report of Colonel 
Beatty, and the Letter of General Taylor, relating to the action, 
which will confirm my remarks, and which you may perhaps 
think proper to record in your work. 


NoRFOLIENSIS. 


COPY OF COL. BEATTY’S REPORT TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 


Crany Istanp, June 25th, 1813. 


Sir,—Some movements on the 21st inst., among the British 
shipping lving near Newport’s News, seemed to indicate an 
early attack on this Island, and in the course of the next morn- 
ing, on the 22nd inst., they landed two miles from this, from the 
best accounts that can be ascertained from deserters, about 2,500 
troops of various descriptions. The object of this movement 
was, no doubt, with the view to approach this post on the west 
side of the Island, across ‘the water in that direction, which at 
low water is passable by Infantry. Soon after their landing, 
there approached about 45 or 50 boats full of men, which di- 
rected their course from the shipping, as above stated, to the 
north side of the Island. 

The British troops at the same time (that were previously 
landed) made their appearance on the main land with a view of 
attacking the west and north positions of the Island at the same 
moment. The two 24 pounders and 4 six pounders, were ad- 
vantagedusly posted under the direction of Major Faulkner of 
the Artillery, which being so well served by Capt. Emmerson, 
Lieutenants Howle and Godwin, who displayed that cool and 
deliberate conduct, which will at all times insure success to the 
cause in which they are engaged. Lieut. Neale of the Constel- 
lation, during our defence, conducted himself with activity, zeal 
and courage, which will at all times add a lustre to the name of 
an American Naval Officer. Capt. Rourke of the ship Manhat- 








136 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


tan, conducted himself with great activity and judgment in de- 
fence of the place, which will, no doubt, give him a distinguish- 
ed part in the success of the day. Great praise is also due to 
the conduct of Serjeant Young and Corporal Moffat of Captain 
Emmerson’s Company for the active part they took in the man- 
agement of two 6 pounders. 

Much credit is due to Captain Tarbell of the Constellation 
for the aid he gave in defence of the Island, in forwarding from 
his ship 150 Sailors and Marines, with the officers commanding 
the same, which, no doubt, contributed greatly in the successful 
defence of the Island. Indeed, both officers and soldiers of 
every description showed a degree of zeal for the defence of 
the place; and when opportunity may offer, we may confidently 
hope they will not be wanting in duty. 

The loss of the enemy cannot be less than 200 in the course 
of the day, a number of which were killed on the land side by 
our Artillery. But it is known that 4 or 5 of their barges were 
sunk, one of which, the ‘ Centipede” said to be 52 feet long, 
working 24 oars, belonging to Admiral’s Warren’s Ship, was 
taken aud brought in, with 22 prisoners, and a small brass poun- 
der, with a number of small arms, pistols and cutlasses. 

Besides the loss in killed, there must have been at least 40 de- 
serters brought in, in the course of the day, and dispersed 
through the country. 

It is with pleasure that I have to state to you that not a man 
was lost on our part; the only weapon made use of in the coarse 
of the day, were the Congreve Rockets, a few of which fell in 
our excampment, though without injury. 

I am, Sir, with great respect, 
Your humble Servant, 
Signed, H. Bearry, 
Lieut. Col. Com. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM GENERAL TAYLOR TO THE SECRE- 
TARY OF WAR, 


Heap Quarters Norrotk, July 4th, 1813. 


Sir,—I have the honor to transmit Col. Beatty’s report of the 
attack on Crany Island on the 22nd of June last. His multiplied 
and pressing avocations have prevented his completing it till to- 
day. 

The whole force on the Island at the time of the attack con- 
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sisted of 50 Riflemen, 446 Infantry of the line, 91 State Arti- 
lery, and 150 Seamen and Marines furnished by Capt. Tarbell. 
Of these 43 were on the sick list. 

The courage and constancy with which this inferior force, in 
the face of a formidable naval armament, not only sustained a 
position in which nothing was complete, but repelled the enemy 
with considerable loss, cannot fail to command the approbation 
of their Government, and the applause of their country. It has 
infused into the residue of the Army a general spirit of compe- 
tition, the beneficial effects of which will, I trust, be displayed 
in Our future combats. 

I cannot withhold my grateful acknowledgments to Commo- 
dore Cassin, Capt. Tarbell, and the officers and crews of the 
Constellation and Gun-Boats, who have in every instance aided 
our operations with a cordiality, zeal and ability, not to be sur- 
passed. I have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully, 
Your ob’t serv’t, 
Ros’r B. Taytor, 
Brig. Gen. Commanding. 
Hon. Joun Armstrone, Sec. of War, 


Jn addition to the foregoing communication and decuments, we are hap- 
py to be able to give our readers the following interesting paper relating 
to the same “ brilliant affair,” which was written, as we are assaréd, by 
one worthy of all credit who was on the spot at the time, and bofe an 
honorable part ian the engagement. It is manifesily “a rouad anvarnich- 
ed tale,” but lively and graphic, as we might expect, aad altogether a 
fuller and better account of the action than any we have yet seen. We 
may add, that it was furnished to us by Capt. James Jarvis, of Ports- 
mouth, at whose request, as ke informs us, it was originally written, aud 
who tias carefully preserved it among his agreeable * Collections”*— 
now in our hands. 


A Narrative of the Attack on Craney Island on the 22nd of June, 
1813. é 


From the movement of the enemy’s ships on the 21st of June, 
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1813, in proceeding up from Hampton Roads and anchoring off 
the mouth of Nansemond river, about 3 miles from Craney Island 
and on the same side of the river, it was believed that an attack 
on the island was meditated. 

The enemy’s force was imposing. It consisted of 15 or 20 
vessels, Seyenty-four’s, Frigates and Transports. At the east 
side of this Island was a small unfinished fort, where were mount- 
ed two 24 and one 18 pound cannon. At the west side of the 
Island was a small breastwork. Our force was about 400 Militia 
Infantry, one Company of Riflemen, Captain Roberts, from Win- 
chester, and two Companies of Light Artillery, the one from 
Portsmouth, Capt. Arthur Emerson, the other from one of the 
upper Counties, commanded by Capt. Richardson; the whole 
under the command of Col. Beatty, assisted by Major Wagner 
of Infantry, and Major Faulkner of Artillery. 

On the evening of the 2lst, we were reinforced, by order of 
General Taylor, by Capt. Pollard, U.S. A. and 30 men of his 
company from Fort Norfolk; also by Lieut. Johnson of the 
county of Culpeper, and Ensign A. Atkinson, of Capt. Hamil- 
ton Shields’ company of Riflemen, from Isle of Wight, with 
about 30 volunteers, Militia Infantry. On the same evening we 
were also joined, by order of Capt. Tarbell, of the frigate Con- 
stellation (then at the naval anchorage near fort Nelson,) by 
Lieutenants Neale, Shubrick, and Saunders, with about 150 sai- 
lors. 


On the night of the 21st, about 12 o’clock, we were silently 
called to arms, and remained under arms till revet//e beat on the 
morning of the 22nd, when we were dismissed. In a few min- 
utes, however, the beat to arms brought every man to his post, 
and we saw by the movement of the enemy’s boats in passing 
and repassing from their ships to the shore, that they were land- 
ing troops, so that a fight was expected to come off, and we 
commenced making preparation for defence. The three can- 
nons from the fort, and four 6 pounders belonging to the Artil- 
lery, were taken to the West end of the Island. These guns 
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formed our Battery. The Infantry and Riflemen, with Captain 
Richardson’s Company of Light Artillery acting as Infantry, 
were formed in a line at the breast-work at the West side or end 
of the Island, with the right resting to the North, the Artillery 
Company from Portsmouth, commanded by Capt. Emerson, were 
stationed at the four six pounders, the 24 and 18 pounders being 
served by sailors from the Frigate Constellation. Our battery 
was about 40 feet in rear of the Infantry, on an elevated piece 
of ground overlooking them. The four Sixes were on the right 
and the 18 was on the left of the two 24 pounders. Capt. Em- 
merson and Lieul. Thomas Godwin, each commanded a 24 
pounder. Lieut. Parke G. Howle, Serg’t Wm. P. Young, Serg’t 
Samuel Livingston and Corporal Wm. Moflat each commanded 
a 6 pounder, and the command of the 18 pounder was assigned 
to Capt. Rourke. Capt. Rourke was not at that time a member 
of our Company, having some time previous beem discharged 
by order of Gen’l Taylor. At that time, he had charge of the 
Merchant ship Manhattan, of New York, then at anchor in the 
harbor of Norfolk... He came down to the island on the evening 
af the 21st, and re-joined us, 

Every arrangement being thus made to defend the post, we 
waited the approach of the enemy, and felt that we were pre- 
pared to give them a decent reception; for the troops were full 
of ardor. The next thing was to let the enemy see what flag 
we intended to fight under. As we had no flag-staff, a long 
pole was got to which the “Star Spangled Banner’ was nailed, 
the pole planted in the breastwork, and the Stars and Stripes 
floated in the breeze. 

In the mean time, while we were making our arrangements, 
the enemy was landing his Infantry and Marines, in all about 
2;500. . We could distinctly see them marching and counter- 


marching on the beach, and after forming into columns they 


took up the line of march; but, such was the dense growth of 
trees -and underwood between us, that they were soon lost to 
our view, At first we knew not but their intention was to march 
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to the town of Portsmouth, get possession of that place and 
Gosport, and destrey the Navy Yard. We were, however, soon 
undeceived. In a short time, the action was brought on by the 
enemy throwing Congreve reckets from behind a house on the 
main land belonging to Captain George Wise. Orders were 
immediately given to Captain Rourke who was nearest that point, 
to dislodge the enémy, which was instantly done by firing into 
the house ; when we opened upen them our battery, keeping 
up for some time a brisk fire of Grape and Canister Shot, until 
they were completely routed’, with the loss of many killed and 
wounded. Among the killed, it was said, were two officers.. 
Such was the dense growth (as before remarked,) that we had 
not a good view of the enemy, otherwise their loss would have 
been much greater. 

Whilst we were engaged in this way with the land forces, the 
enemy was approaching the Island with about 56 of their largest 
barges filled with Soldiers and Marines, supposed te be from 
1200 to 1500. They were advancing in Column order, led on 
by Admiral Warren’s boat with 24 oars, which had a brass 3 
pounder in her bew. Having repulsed their land forces, we 
waited the nearer epproach of the barges before firimg on them, 
when our gallant Commander Capt. Emerson said, “Now, 
boys,” (addressing himself to Ais Company,—for many of us 
were hardly more than boys,) ‘‘are you ready?” The answer 
was “Ready” —the next word was “fire!” when we opened 
upon them a brisk and heavy fire of Grape and Canister. They 
continued, however, te advance until the Centipede and severa! 
of the headmost boats grounded ; when, so quick and galling 
was our fire, that they were thrown into the greatest confusion, 
and commenced a hasty retreat. Four or five of their boats 
were sunk, one of them the Admiral’s barge. Many others 
were so shattered that it was with difficulty they were kept afloat. 
The firing was afterwards kept up with round shot until they 
got out of reach of our guns. Some of the Infantry and Sailors 
waded out to the Centipede, and hauled her on shore. From 
this boat was taken a number of guns, pistols and cutlasses- 
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She was afterwards made tight, and sent to the Navy Yard, Gos- 
port. I always thought that she should have been retained,as a 
trophy of Victory to ‘the Artillery. 

The loss of the enemy was about 200 killed, wounded and 
prisoners. Twenty two prisoners were taken on the beach, one 
a Frenchman with his legs shot off who was taken from the Cen- 
tipede, and brought on shore in one of her sails. He died in 
afew hours. After the battle, about 25 or 30 deserters came to 
the Island. 

The enemy remained on shore, above the:Island, until thé af- 
ternoon, when they re-embarked in their hoats and returned to 
their shipping. Not, however, until they had destroyed much 
property, shooting hogs, sheep, &c., breaking furniture, cutting 
open beds, &c., in the dwelling houses near where they.had 
landed. 

Among the incidents of the day, I may mention that the Rifle- 
men waded out some distance into the water, hoping to;get 
within striking distance of the enemy, but could not. E would 
also remark that very soon after the action commenced with the 
boats, two of our guns were rendered entirely useless by‘ the 
breaking down of their carriages, viz: the 24 pounder com- 
manded by Lieut. Godwin, and the 6 pounder commanded by 
Sergeant Livingston. The sailors under Lieutenants Neale, Shu- 
brick and Saunders were brave fellows, and rendered great as- 
sistance in the management of the 24 and 18 pounders. One 
of them attached himself to Sergeant Young’s Gun and did good 
service. During the hottest of the fight, Lieutenant Neale came 
to my Gun, and requested to have a fire at the boats. I gratited 
his request with great pleasure. He was a brave officer. 

One or two Gun Boats were anchored in the channel inside, 
and near the Island, between the Island and Lambert's Point 
side of the river; but from their position and that of the enemy, 
they could not render much assistance, though they threw seve- 
ral shot over the Island among the enemy on the main land. 





42 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


A HYMN 


FOR THE 


ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


——— 


God of Nations, God of Love, 
On our country’s natal day, 
Listen from thy throne above 
To the choral thanks we pay. 
Whence comes all Columbia boasts, 
Eden of the brave and free ? 
All our glory, God of Hosts, 
All our blessings, come from Thee- 


Led by Thee, our fathers came, 
Through the ocean wilderness, 
To this Promised Land; the same 
Thou hadst given them to possess. 
And when War and Havoc rose 
To o’erwhelm thy chosen flock, 
Thou didst scatter all their foes— 
Billows broken from the Rock. 


Lead us still, with staff and rod, 
Shepherd of thine Israel ; 
And be thou the guardian God 
Of the land in which we dwell. 
Save us in the battle shout 
Ever, as of old Thou didst ; 
Be our “ wall of fire about,” 
And our “ glory in the midst.” 


: Richmond. 
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Darious Jutelligence, 


WASHINGTON. 
Correspondence of the Baltimore Patriot. 


Celebration of Laying the Corner Stone of the Washington National 
Monument. 


Wasuineton, July 4th, 1848. 


The celebration of to-day furnises me with a subject of correspondence, 
which may prove interesting to your readers. Washington has been all 
excitement, and now as I write, late in the evening, it has not by any 
means subsided. The cause, you are of course aware, was laying the 
corner stone of a National Monument to “ the Father of his Country.” 
The attending concourse was immense: from Georgetown, Alexandria 
and the surrounding country, and from Baltimore perhaps more than from 
any other source. 

The procession began to assemble as early as 9 A. M., and were in 
motion at 11. In advance rode Gen. Quitman, the chief of the day, 
mounted upon a noble grey steed. _Gen. Cadwallader, Col. May and their 
aids immediately followed ; and after them a long line of Government 
officials, public corporations, literary and benevolent societies, the military, 
firemen, masonic and o'her orders, and private citizens. The President, 
heads of departments and other dignitaries were in carriages; and present 
upon the ground were the venerable widows of President Madison and 
General Hamilton. The procession was large andimposing. 

That it occupied nearly an hour in passing Coleman's will give an idea 
of its extent; and it was full noon before it reached the site of the pro- 
posed monument, and the ceremonies commenced. ‘The military glitter- 
ed in martial array, and the firemen in their gay uniforms drewshandsome 
apparatus, ornamented with flowers and ribbons. The Masons, Odd-Fel- 
lows and others appeared in the striking insignia of their respective or- 
ders; and commanding no less attention, the private American citizen, 
adorned with the dignity of self-respect and of a freeman. A delegation 
of the young men of Baltimore, with a distinguishing banner, were prom- 
inent in their part of the procession. 
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The line of march was up the avenue and across the canal to the spot 
where the corner-stone, a fine block of marble, furnished by the patriotic 
liberality of a Baltimorean, had already been deposited—to the north- 
west of the Smithsonian Institute. The assembled multitude were ran- 
ged around, evincing deep interest in the memorable occasion of their 
gathering. The ceremonies of laying the stone were conducted by B. 
B. French, Esq., Master of the Masonic Fraternity of the District, and 
it is not unworthy of note that he used the identical trowel with which 
Washington laid the corner-stone of the Capitol, and wore the same 
gloves and apron, the Jatter worked and presented by the lady of General 
Lafayette. Corn, oil and wine, coins and documents were enclosed in 
the cavity, and the ceremony completed by remarks from the officiating 
mason. 

Bat the feature of the day was the address of Mr. Winthrop, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, It was the brilliant production of a 
culiivated mind; adapted to the occasion in manner and matter; and al- 
though the auditory listened in attentive admiration to its eloquent deliv- 
ery for over two hours, there could have been none there who would not 
willingly have remained twice the time. The orator was frequently in- 
terrupted by involuntary bursts of applause; and at the close retired from 
the stand amid loud and enthusiastic cheering. 

The military fame and achievments of Washington were not the prin- 
cipal theme of Mr. Winthrop's discourse. Great as they were, they were 
but small in comparison with the moral grandeur of hischaracter. They 
were, therefore, but passingly alluded to in the splendid eulogy upon that 
extraordinary combination of intellect, military capacity and public and 
private virtue, which pre-eminently fitted Washington for the immortal 
part*heenacted inthe drama of the Revolution. It was unnecessary to re- 
fer to the regard felt for these traits by his own countrymen ; but the hon- 
orable mention of his revered naine by his contemporaries in Europe, and 
by their descendants, was particularly dwelt upon by Mr. W. in proof of 
their appreciation by the world and the race. But recently Lamartine, 
as representative of the French Government and Nation, in an address 
to the Ttalians, had awarded it marked precedence, in a list of names of 
the highest distinction. In quoting this passage, Mr. W. paid a distin- 
guished tribute to the genius and patriotism of the French statesman and 

poet ; and to the enlightened policy of Pope Pius. 

This admirable speech will shortly reach you in print; and to assign it 

a rank beside the oration of Daniel Webster, on a similar occasion at 
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Bunker Hill, will be but anticipating the judgment of the public upon its 
merits, as an elegant specimen of the danguage. 

At the close of the proceedings, the procession having reformed, re- 
traced its steps to the avenue. It was there reviewed by the President, 
and dismissed. 

The affair has fully equalled the expectations excited by the extent of 
the preparations, and was sustained by a pageant and display worthy of 
the nation and the occasion. S. 


From the London Times. 
EUROPE AND AMERICA. 
THE PRINCIPLE OF FEDERALISM. 


The most important improvement in the practice of modern constite- 
tional countries, as compared with ancient, is the introduction of the sys- 
tem of representation. In the Athenian ecclesia, and in the Roman 
comitia, the people deliberated, discussed, and voted, in the mass, upon 
each separate question of policy. The idea of electing, from time to 
time, plenipotentiary delegates to do their political business never occur- 
red to them. It is needless to point out the extreme inconvenience of the 
ancient plan, and the incalculable extent to which the transaction of pub- 
lic affairs has been facilitated by its abolition. But it would seem that 
the idea which representation embodies has as yet been but partially and 
inadequately carried out in Europe, and that we must look for its most 
effectual and consistent development to the United States. We conceive 
that idea to be the union of individual participation in power with an ef- 
fective combination of individual powers for common purposes ; in modern 
technical phraseology, legislative centralization with administrative lo- 
calism. 

There is at this moment a very evident tendeney, all over Enrope, in 
two directions apparently opposite ; to local self-government, and to na- 
tional unity. In 1815 certain lines were drawn upon a map, according to 
which states were carved, as it were, out of the continent, without refer- 
ence to language, habits. race, feelings, antipathies, or any of those imfu- 
ences which constitute real nationality. ‘The consequence was that the 
desire of national independence, in the provinces thus subjected to foreign 
dominion, went hand in hand with the wish fos popular institutions ; they 
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became convinced that they could not have the one without the other ; 
they have long struggled for both, and at length they appear on the eve 
of winning them. But these provinces have, in almost every case, na- 
tional unities of their own, to which, when rid of the crude and Proerus- 
tean arrangement of 1815, they are beginning naturally to look, as sup- 
ports to their new-born independence, and rallying points for their awa- 
kened patriotism. Thus Italy is gathering under one name and banner 
her estranged and provincialized children; the scattered and disunited 
states of Germany are craving earnestly for union; Poland is uniting, 
Switzerland is uniting ; it will not, perhaps, be long before we see a Pans- 
elavonic nation constituted in the east of Europe. Yet none of the pro- 
vinces would like the;idea of ceasing to manage locally their own affairs, 
in order to secure the safety and dignity of a greater father land. The 
question, then, for them to consider is, whether, by an adoption of the 
principle of federalism, their wants may not be supplied and their tenden- 
cies satisfied. 

Let them observe the working of federalism in America. The most 
complete national unity is there preserved as regards foreign nations ; 
complete freedom of trade, complete uniformity of action in all respects 
essential to national life; while, at the same time, the inestimable habit 
of self-government is created and retained, and the power of adapting 
lccal institutions 16 local wants exercised so fully, that no American citi- 
zen has to eamplain thatthe interests of his locality suffer by the distance 
or neglect of the legislative centre. The German in Pennsylvania, the 
Frenchman in Louisiana, the Spaniard in Florida, had no need, when 
they came to participate in the advantages belonging to the great Ameri- 
ean Union, of sacrificing one iota of the local institutions to which they 
were attached. Se wonderfully elastic and expansive is this principle of 
government, that the entire American continent might, as it appears to 
us, be absorbed in one vast federation, with bat little inconvenience or 
danger resulting from its extent and diversity of characteristics. If a 
similar system of permitting local self-government, in subordination to a 
supreme legislative head, had been pursued in Lombardy and Poland, we 
do not believe that even the fact of the central head being an arbitrary 
monarch would have induced, in either case, the declaration of indepen- 
dence which has now ensued. The Spanish monarchs had no gubjects 
so loyal as the inhabitants of the Basque provinces; the fidelity of the 
Tyrolese to Austria is proverbial ; because the former lived practically 
under the shadow of their own fueros, and the latter were not deprived of 
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their ancient grundgeselz. The Romans understood this principle, and 
left to the municipia of their own enormoys empire the full enjoyment of 
their institutions, and management of their affairs. This was the cause 
of the astonishing duration of their rule. and of the general contented- 
ness of their subjects. In France, on the contrary, where the utmost point 
of administrative centralization had been obtained, the ‘* people” are ut- 
terly demoralized and incapacitated for liberty by the habit of having 
everything done for them; the consequence now is, that the mob of Paris 
now rales France ; the 35,000,000 individuals who inhabit the provinces 
follow like sheep after a leader, even though it be down a precipice. 

If there be any truth in these speculations, the object of which we 
have rather indicated than explained, the good or bad success of the un- 
precedented movement now gving on in Europe will depend, in great 
measure, upon the extent to which the different nations engaged in it may 
succeed jn reconciling and turning to account the principles which we 
have been describing—that of local self-government, the true nurse of 
freedom, and that of national unity, the best safeguard for peace, civili- 
zation, and social progress. It is impossible to Jay down, beforehand, 
how far and in what manner it may be possible, in each particular case, 
todo this; but the tendency of the attempt, however, imperfectly devel- 
oped, is in the right direction; the ideal perfection of it would be a Upto- 
pia, 


“ Where the dram should throb no longer, and the battle flag be furled, 
“Io the parliament of man, the federation of the world.” 





GREAT BRITAIN. 
From the Standard, April 11. 
THE CHARTIST DEMONSTRATION. 


The eleventh of April, in the year 1848, has arrived, and the United 
Kingdom is still a monarchy. The day, the great day, which was to 
revolutionize the nation, and to establish a republic on the French model, 
has passed over, and we find no change. The Parliament sits at its ease 
as heretofore ; the courts of law administer justice as heretofore ; and the 
officers of the executive are transacting the business of the Government 
without molestation. All other business, too, is proceeding in its ordina- 
ry course. 
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A better means of estimating the strength of the Chartists than has 
yet been affurded, was afforded by the exhibition yesterday on Kenning- 
ton Common. «The five millions and a half mustered 10.000, or to take 
the highest estimate, 15,000. It may be said that these were the Chart- 
ists of London and its neighbourhood ; but though we have shown that 
this is not the fact, let it be so— London and its neighbourhood comprise 
a population of two millions, giving five hundred thousand men of mili- 
tary age. Of these, then, but 15,000 at most—we say but 10,000—are 
Chartists ; Lin 500 according to our estimate, 1-in about 330 according 
to the higher estimate of the number on the common, 

Let us now turn to the more pleasing side of yesterday's proceedings ; 
and let us, in the first place, acknowledye the true. fountain of domestic 
peace, and of every other blessing—* Untrss tue Lord KEEPETH THE 
CITY, THE WATCHMAN WAKETH BUT IN VAIN.’ To the bounty of divine 
Providence we owe it, that this morning we arise in peace to pursue our 
peaceful occupations. May we not add, with humility, that to the Giver 
of all good we owe the honour that the metropolis of Kugland has won, 
in setting to the world an example of a peaceful victory over the worst 
spirit of rebellion, encouraged by the triumph of rebellion ia almost every 
other capital of Europe. Yes, it is to Him, and to the teaching of His 
word, the glory is due. 

We have told the number of Charlists; now what was the number 
of special constables ?—Two hundred thousand ; the Morning Chronicle 
says, we believe truly, two hundred and fifty .thonsand—no sickly spec- 
tres, like those whose perverse activity summoned them from their usual 
avocations, but the manhood of the metropolis, from the high-spirited no- 
bility and gentry downward, through all the gradations of society, to the 
strong-armed artisan, and the robust drayman or coal-whipper. Yes, the 
special constables enrolled yesterday presented a body for spirit. strength, 
and number, not to be matched, out of Great Britain, on the face of the 
earth. How truly did we say a few weeks ago, that every Sunday saw 
meekly kneeling in the churches of the metropolis a body of men that 
could langh to scorn the assault of any enemy, fureign or domestic, that 
could by possibility be brought to confront them. These men look for 
spirit, and strength, and safety in the right quarter, and they themselves 
yesterday exhibited the proof. 

The military preparations of the Government were prudent, as pro- 
viding against the danger of local success on the part of the enemies of 
order, but it is plain that they did not operate by terror, fur a soldier was 


cre ene ee 








A et ns CRISES I 








as 
7. 
5 


ke 
rt- 


ise 
li- 


ng 


ui 
slic 
‘HE 
ine 
our 
ver 
‘on, 
orst 
ery 


His 


iber 
icle 
nec- 
sual 


the 
, the 
th, 
the 
saw 
that 
that 
< for 
elves 


pro- 
es of 
- was 





ae Rett A 





et ae 











THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 149 


“not to be seen ; it was the litile staff of the special constable that quelled 

sedition, and it is right that this should be known to all our foreign ene- 
mies and domestic traitors, as proof beyond all doubt that the people of 
England are firmly united in defence of their constitution. 


FRANCE. 


By the Caledonia, just arrived, we learn that Paris is still in a state of 
agitation. Louis Napoleon’s resignation of his seat in the National As- 
sembly has postponed the crisis of trouble for the present, and perhaps 
altogether. There were to have been six candidates for the Presidency, 
all of whom were already in the field, viz: M. de Lamartine, Thiers, 
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, Marrast, Caussidiere, and Gen. Cavaignac. 
The Orleans party, it is said, will support M. Thiers; and M. Berryer, 
the celebrated orator, has declared openly in his favor. The Legitimist 
party, (those in favor of the restoration of Henry V.,) at present stand 
divided between Thiers and Lamartine. 

If the election were to take place immediately, there would be little 
doubt of the result; for Louis Napoleon, under the prestige of the Bona- 
parte name, and his present discreet course, possesses a popularity which 
might ensure his election. 

The feeling exhibited by the French people in his favor is of the most 
enthusiastic character, and if present appearances are sustained by future 
events, it is supposed that almost every electoral college would give him 
their vote. Accordingly the Constitution has already been altered to meet 
the first difficulty that might be encountered in its working, and the pre- 
sident, instead of being elected by the people, in case he has not an ab- 
solute majority of votes, is to be selected by the National Assembly from 
the five highest returned by the Colleges. 


LIBERIA. 


The Liberia Herald gives the following agreeable account of Monro- 
via and its progress. 

Oar town is rapidly improving. For the last two years a spirit of in- 
dustry and enterprise seems'to have taken possession of our people ; and 
though the song of “ hard times” continues to be heard on every side, the 
improvements of the last two years in buildings of a durable and costly 
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character, far exceed in number and comfortableness those of any other 
period. It is really gratifying to us to notice the rapid strides that are 
now made by all classes of the people to make themselves comfortable. 

We counted a few days ago-thirty-four new buildings, many of them 
of brick and stone, and in a forward state of completion; and arrange- 
ments are in progress for the building of as many more. Our young men 
are not behind the spirit of the times. Many of them are honorably ex- 
erting themselves to get into their own houses. 


mMiscellanp. 


PUNCTUALITY. 


‘There is hardly any one of the minor virtues which we Virginians ap- 
parently hold in so little esteem as that of Punctuality. We seem to have 
no notion or idea of it at all. The word is hardly ever on our tongues, 
and never, I believe, in our minds. It might as well be out of our dic- 
tionaries.. We have no use for it. We do not know nor care what it 
means. I think I could account for this fact historically: It probably 
grew, in the first instance, out of our sparse population, and the circum- 
stances which grew out of that. We had, for a long time, no post—no 
regular communication of any kind—no town of any size—no bank—no 
clock, (for brother Jonathan had not yet found his way to us,)—nothing 
in short to mark time, or the proper hour or minute for doing any thing. 
Time himself, indeed, had no “ nick” in his “ restless wheel,” in those 
days, for us—or none that we could hear. So he came and went as he 
pleased ; and so did we. But all those causes have now ceased, and 
‘* cessante ratione,” as the lawyers say, “‘ cessat et ipsa lex’’—the reason 
having ceased, the law, or custom, or habit, that grew out of it, ought to 
cease too. And certainly it is high time that we should begin to culti- 
vate and cherish this little virtue among the rest, and the more for our 
past neglect of it. It would improve us all amazingly. It would enable 
us to do a great deal more, and every thing better. It would brighten 
the whole face of things about us, like acharm. Let us try. 

I ought perhaps to add, to encourage us in this effort, that we have 
certainly had one Virginian who was a perfect model of this virtue, as 
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he was of almost every other—I mean General Washington. Heknew 


the value of time, and made it a point of conscience never to waste it by 
a want of punctuality in any appointment or engagement whatever. He 
always kept his word to other people, and, as far as he could, required 
them to keep theirs to him. I remember a little anecdote they tell of 
him which may serve to illustrate this trait in his character. When he 
visited Boston in 1789, as President of the United States, and was about 
to leave that town in his progress, the officers of a company of horse 
waited on him and requested that they might be allowed to see him over 
to Charlestown, on his way : the offer was accepted and the time of de- 
parture named—* to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock.” The morning came, 
and the hour arrived ; but the escort had not yet appeared. The digni- 
taries assembled to take leave were in the fidgets ; but Washington, calm 
and composed, looked at his watch, and seeing that the time was fairly 
out, bade the gentlemen farewell, mounted his horse, with his immediate 
attendants, and set off on his way. A few minutes afterwards, the escort 
arrived, and found him gone. They were of course greatly confused, 
and ashamed of themselves, and hardly knew what todo. They hasten- 
ed after him, however, at a round rate, and, by dint of extraordinary 
spurring, happily managed to overtake him before he reached the Bridge. 
It was a good lesson he thus gave them; and we are told they remem- 
bered it as long as they lived. So, we see, a Virginian may be a punc- 
tual man. W. S. 





The following Lines were first published in a New York paper, about 
twenty years ago; and since that time have occasionally re-appeared in 
other prints. They were written, however, (as we happen to know,) by 
a gentleman of this State, and may, therefore, very properly, be record- 
ed here. 


THE LIGHT OF THE SCENE. 


The Light of the Scene is Woman's Eye, 
More bright than the Sun by far, 

Fair as the Moon in her summer sky, * 
And pure as the Evening Star. 

Oh! were it not for this lovely light, 
Our earth would be strangely dark ; 

But there it beams to bless our sight, 

Like the bow that cheered the ark. 
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Put out the light of the radiant Sun, 
The Moon would but look more fair ; 
Put out the Moon—that shining one— 
The Stars would still sparkle there. 
But put out the light of Woman’s Eye, 
And Death would soon spread his pall 
O’er all that we love beneath the sky, 
And Darkness bury us all. 
FLATTERY. 

‘* Plattery corrupts both the giver and the receiver ; aud adulation is 

not of more service to the people than to kings.” —Edmund Burke. 
SUPERSTITION. 

« Few people, even of the strongest minds, are altogether exempt from 
some little taint of that weakness, called superstition. Many people have 
more of it than they care to let others know they have, and some more 
of it than they know themselves.”—Lord Hervey. 


EPITAPH. 


Underneath this stone is laid 
Young Melissa; Virtue’s maid, 
Beauty’s sister, Love’s delight : 
Now a holy happy sprite. 


TO MISS M—. 


Fair Muse, I have wondered 
At that name of thine; 
Thou art one of a Hundred, 
Not one of the Nine. Q. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We thank our correspondent J. M. for his Copies of Old Letters, some 
ot which we shall publish in due time. 

We are much indebted to the Hon. H. C. M. for the Extracts from 
the Records of the Virginia Company, in the Library of Congress, which 
he has so obligingly sent us; and regret that we cannot insert them at 
once. We shall preserve them, however, for future use. 
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